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WE CELEBRATE
The do-ers.

The defenders of potential.

THE ONES WHO INSPIRE
THE NEXT GENERATION.

The ones with drive and passion.
The ones that put in the work.

The ones with unmatched optimism.

WE CELEBRATE OUR BIGS.
WE ARE #BIGGERTOGETHER.

www.mentornj.org

A MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WILLIAM SALCEDO

Dear Friends,

As the 2020-2021 school year kicks off with its own set of challenges, we at  
BBBSCNNJ are proud to continue supporting students through our School 
Based Programs. This year, our after-school programs will be held virtually, 
ensuring elementary and middle school Littles build life-changing, one-to-one 
relationships with their Big Brothers and Sisters from higher grade levels.

During virtual sessions, matches are provided with icebreakers, topics of dis-
cussion, informative speakers, and activities. These exercises create a support 
system for the youth and improve their overall self-worth. Topics of discussion 
include decision-making, conflict resolution, self-esteem, and school challenges. 
While the younger children benefit from a safe forum to share and grow close 
with their mentors, our programs also allow the Bigs to foster their leadership 
skills and develop their interest in community service.

Ensuring the educational success of our Littles is a vital goal at BBBSCNNJ.  
We are prepared to meet the needs of the communities we serve with compassion 
and flexibility, knowing that while situations can change in the future, our  
commitment to local youth remains consistent. We wish all of our Bigs and 
Littles a fruitful and rewarding school year!

Sincerely,

William Salcedo

Executive Director

14TH ANNUAL  
BEACH VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

Thank you to Gee Gee's Pizzeria, Star-
bucks, Surf Taco, Keith Walsh Plumb-
ing & Heating, and all of our sponsors 
and teams for making this event a suc-
cess despite being a much smaller one 
this year. Returning champs Sunday 
Night Cocktails took the recreational 
title again, with two Big Brothers spiking 
the ball – Joe Dube and Bryan Keelan. 
Joe, also a BBBSCNNJ Regional Board 
Member and team captain, donated his 
team’s $1,000 winnings to our agency. 
We are grateful for champions like Joe 
and all who supported this event!

We’re celebrating Big Brothers Big Sisters Month! Studies show physical distancing 
can lead to social isolation for vulnerable youth. But a mentor can make a positive 
impact, now more than ever. Despite the challenges our country is facing, Big Brothers 
Big Sisters is part of the solution to help empower our nation’s youth. 

Join us by volunteering as a Big or donating today! #BiggerTogether #BBBSMonth

SEPTEMBER IS BBBS MONTH

JOE & HIS LITTLE BROTHER KYJHAUN  
AT LAST YEAR’S BOWL FOR KIDS’ SAKE.

https://mentornj.org/be-a-big/
https://mentornj.org/give-financially/


”We're lucky to both be Hispanic 
and I’ve been trying to show 
her what traditions we have 
in Mexico that are also shared 
in Guatemala. It’s important 
that we motivate Littles to go 
explore the world and learn 
that the sky is the limit.”

-Big Sister Paola
Little Sister Yadhira 
Big Sister Paola

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

”Moises has taught me things 
they don't teach at school. 
I’ve learned how to manage 
a business, what to look out 
for when buying a house or 
car, what it’s like to be an 
adult and the struggles that 
come with that.”

-Little Brother Oskar
Big Brother Moises
Little Brother Oskar
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Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 through October 15) 
is a time to recognize and celebrate the many contributions, 
diverse cultures, and extensive histories of the American 
Latino community. We are grateful for the contributions 
made by the Latino community to Big Brothers Big Sisters. 
Little Sister Yadhira and Big Sister Paola both are from differ-
ent Hispanic cultures and love to learn from each other! Big 
Brother Moises and Little Brother Oskar met 12 years ago and 
plan to be lifelong friends. Thank you to our Latino volunteers 
and donors for your impactful involvement in BBBSCNNJ!

Join us for a 30-minute webinar  
on September 24th at 12:00 PM to 
learn more about Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Coastal & Northern New 
Jersey and the different ways you 
can get involved.

Email info@mentornj.org to register!

THE BIG WAIT
Alex is a polite 15-year-old who is starting his sophomore 
year of high school. Over the summer, he kept busy by 
playing sports and joining a book club through which 
he’s reading about social justice. Alex thinks he’d re-
late best with a Big Brother who is “nice, calm, caring, 
and chill.” He hopes his Big Brother will be a person he 
can go fishing and play baseball and basketball with, 
as well as look to for guidance in life.

Become A Big at www.mentornj.org/be-a-big

Big Sister Joreen and Little Sister Ava 
are celebrating eight years of friendship! 
Joreen initially volunteered as a Big 
Sister in high school and greatly enjoyed 
the experience. After graduating college, 
she volunteered again and was matched 
with Ava when she was 7-years-old. Ava 
instantly connected with Joreen, and 
over the years, Joreen has truly enjoyed 
watching Ava grow into a mature young 
woman. Not only has Joreen provided guidance and support, but she also joined 

Ava for many great experiences such as 
exploring New York City together, baking, 
and encouraging Ava to try new activi-
ties like softball. Ava is now a sophomore 
in high school and together, she and 
Joreen talk about her future, including 
attending college. When asked, “What 
is the best advice Joreen has given you?” 
Ava answered, “To keep calm, don’t give 
up, and you will succeed.”

LUNCH & LEARN
MATCH HIGHLIGHT

OUR MISSION PARTNERS Want to be a Mission Partner? To learn, more contact us at 732.544.2224

2

Mission Maker Vision Maker Mentor Makers

mailto:info%40mentornj.org?subject=Register%20me%20for%20the%20BBBSCNNJ%20Lunch%20%26%20Learn
https://mentornj.org/be-a-big/
https://www.gardensavingsfcu.org/
https://www.deltadental.com/
https://seaviewortho.com/
https://www.hackensackmeridianhealth.org/
https://www.foodtown.com/
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ßß Big Sister Patricia & Little 
Sister Jaylen   9 Years

ßß Big Brother Mark & Little 
Brother Bryan   8 Years

ßß Big Sister Joreen & Little  
Sister Ava   8 Years

ßß Big Sister Jennifer & Little 
Sister Neveah   7 Years

ßß Big Sister Jennifer & Little 
Sister Ashley   6 Years

ßß Big Sister Jeanne & Little 
Sister Jonajah   5 Years

ßß Big Brother Nick & Little 
Brother Aiden   5 Years

ßß Big Sister Kris & Little  
Sister Lily   4 Years

ßß Big Sister Jenica & Little  
Sister Megan   4 Years

ßß Big Sister Jane & Little  
Sister Kahdeija   4 Years

ßß Big Brother Joe & Little 
Brother Logan   3 Years

ßß Big Sister Komilla & Little 
Sister Precious   3 Years

ßß Big Brother Richard & Little 
Brother Alex   2 Years

ßß Big Sister Sarah & Little  
Sister Sunaii   2 Years

ßß Big Sister Diana & Little  
Sister Nahla   2 Years

ßß Big Brother Joseph & Little 
Brother Dylan   2 Years

ßß Big Brother Douglas & Little 
Brother Cristian   2 Years

ßß Big Brother Quinn & Big Sister Lisa 
& Little Brother Kevin   2 Years

ßß Big Sister Kaitlyn & Little 
Sister Tia   1 Year

ßß Big Sister Danielle & Little 
Sister Sherlyn   1 Year

ßß Big Sister Sarann & Little 
Sister Melanie   1 Year

ßß Big Sister Cat & Little  
Sister Riley   1 Year

ßß Big Sister Sofia & Little 
Brother Ari   1 Year

ßß Big Brother Michael & Little 
Brother James   1 Year

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO OUR SEPTEMBER MATCHES

This month, we are proud to highlight 
Little Brother Aidan. Aidan is 16-years-
old and just began his junior year of 
high school. During recent months 
spent at home due to the pandemic, 
Aidan has used his time positively and 
productively to focus on and pursue his 
dreams. Over the summer, he released 
his first album on multiple streaming 
platforms and also started a clothing 
brand. Nick, Aidan’s Big Brother of five 
years, is very proud of how hard he has 
worked, channeling his creativity and 
passion while at home. Aidan has been 
keeping Nick up to date on his exciting 

endeavors via regular FaceTime calls. 
They have also been talking a lot about 
college opportunities for Aidan, and 
Nick has been helping him prepare for 
the SATs in October.

LINKEDIN LISTS BBBS IN TOP 10  
VOLUNTEERING  

ORGANIZATIONS FOR 2020

Volunteering is on the rise across the 
United States. According to a new analy-
sis by LinkedIn’s Economic Graph team, 
LinkedIn’s U.S. members have been add-
ing more than 110,000 volunteer activi-
ties to their profiles each month — nearly 
2 ½ times the monthly count in 2017. 
Among the top 10 organizations with the 
highest average number of monthly volun-
teers, Big Brothers Big Sisters ranks #5! 

Join us in igniting the potential of local 
children by applying to volunteer as a 
Big Brother or Sister today!

SPONSOR • AUCTION • RAFFLE
Find out more at mentornj.org/gala

You DON’T need to get dressed up
We WON’T get to see your smiling face
You WON’T be served a late dinner

BUT We DO NEED Your SUPPORT !

Title Sponsor

YOUTH SPOTLIGHT
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