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LETTER FROM LITTLE SISTER ALUMNA, SAMANTHA

Dear Friends,

It is hard to pick out just a few highlights from 
my friendship with Leah because we’ve done 
so much together. We’ve celebrated holidays, 
birthdays, half birthdays, my first communion, 
the birth of my little sister, and moving. Out-
ings over the years have included the circus, 
pumpkin patches, Halloween parties, Christ-
mas tree farms (and decorating afterward!), 
school events, roller skating, painting ceram-
ics, hiking, and so much more! 

Even better than the celebrations and outings though, Leah has always been one 
of my biggest supporters. She is the true definition of a Big Sister. I could not have 
asked for someone better. She has always 
encouraged me to step out of my shell 
and experience new things, eat new 
foods, meet new people, and set new 
goals for myself.

I know we are celebrating our 20-year match anniversary but honestly, it just feels 
like she has always been a part of my life. She’s more than a Big to me, she’s family. 

Something I want all Bigs to know is that 
you are making a bigger difference in the 
life of your Little than you know. Yes, there 
will be big, memorable moments but it’s the 
little things and consistent support that 
make the biggest impact. 

Thank you to my Big Sister Leah and Big 
Brothers Big Sisters for all that you have done 
for me and so many other children!

Samantha
Little Sister Alumna

Little Brother Jayden and Big Brother 
David recently took a 4-week class on 
Bike Repair and Maintenance at Sec-
ond Life Bikes. Jayden proved to be a 
quick learner and was soon demon-
strating how to prepare old bikes 
for re-sale. On the final day of class, 
Jayden picked out a used cruiser in 
need of TLC. Together, they changed 
the rear tire, polished it up and he 
was able to take it home! Big Brother 
David said, “It was a great experience 
to share, learning how to use tools 
and overcoming obstacles together 
and after working 15 hours, they gave 
Jayden a bike!”

THE BIG WAIT
Lexi is a compassionate 12-year-old with a sense of humor and a big heart. She’ll 
be entering 8th grade in September. In her free time Lexi likes to play basketball, 
do crafts, watch horror movies, and play video games. She has two sisters who are 
matched with Big Sisters and she’s looking forward to that same opportunity  
to spend time out of the house. She hopes her Big Sister is athletic, funny, and  
creative, someone who would enjoy crafting, bowling, and playing basketball.

Become A Big at mentornj.org/beabig

MATCH HIGHLIGHT:  
NEW SKILLS, NEW BIKE

“ I’m forever grateful to Big Brothers 
Big Sisters for bringing Sam  
into my life!”

- Leah, Big Sister Alumna

mailto:info%40mentornj.org?subject=
http://mentornj.org
https://mentornj.org/beabig/
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OUR MISSION PARTNERS Want to become a Mission Partner? Call us at 732.544.2224 ext 321.
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J ohnson & Johnson (J&J) invited our 
matches to attend a J&J Scavenger 

Hunt Museum Tour where matches 
and families were able to explore the 
new museum (which hasn't been open 
to the public yet!) and learn about the 
history of how J&J came to be and the 

many products they sell. Afterwards, 
Bigs & Littles made ice cream sundaes  
together. Everyone had a great time and 
loved the variety of activities being 
educational but also fun, and of course 
finishing the day with a sweet treat!

B igs and Littles set sail on the 
Immediate Care Fishing Trip earlier 

this month. The sun was shining, the fish 
were biting, and the matches were smiling. 
We are so thankful that Immediate Care 
chose Big Brothers Bigs Sister for this 
amazing day of fishing, food, prizes and 
bonding experiences.

W e recently celebrated our final 
session of the Girls on F.I.R.E. 

Empowerment Program. The girls 
toured Monmouth University, created 
personalized journals, had a time of 
sharing, received certificates, and  
participated in a Capoeira class. We  
are so proud of these girls and their 
commitment to this program. We can’t 
wait to see them, along with new faces, 
in our second year of the program!

O ur Creating Access to Resources, Events, and Support 
(C.A.R.E.S) Program helps to address needs and provide 

benefits that go beyond mentoring. Through this initiative,  
BBBSCNNJ staff connects the families we serve to resources for 
needs such as home and food security, clothing, mental healthcare, 
tutoring, camp scholarships, school supplies, groceries, and gifts 
during the holidays. This is made possible through the generosity 
of community members and businesses that reach out to support 
our families both in times of need and all year round.

Through community partnerships, our C.A.R.E.S. Program 
also offers our Bigs, Littles, and children waiting to be 
matched with opportunities to enjoy experiences such 
as fishing trips, tickets to sporting events, theater, and 
concerts, holiday parties, back to school events, kayaking, 
cooking workshops, yoga classes, and more.

If you’re interested in supporting the C.A.R.E.S. Program 
please email myurkanin@mentornj.org.

GIRLS ON F.I.R.E. WRAPS UP 
(Fierce, Influential, Resilient, and Engaged)

JOHNSON & JOHNSON SCAVENGER HUNT MUSEUM TOUR

GONE FISHING WITH IMMEDIATE CARE!

C.A.R.E.S PROGRAM
Creating Access to Resources, Events, and Support

SPECIAL FEATURE 

https://www.hackensackmeridianhealth.org
https://www.titosvodka.com/
https://www.foodtown.com/
https://www.njng.com/
https://www.peerlessbeverage.com/
https://www.freeholdsubaru.com/
https://www.ubs.com/
https://greenlabeltitle.com/
https://www.rwjbh.org/
https://www.provident.bank/
https://seaviewortho.com/
https://www.deltadental.com/
https://www.ansellgrimm.com/
https://www.gardensavingsfcu.org/
https://gruninfoundation.org/
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Monday, Oct. 3, 2022  •  10 AM-6:30 PM
Fairmount Country Club, Chatham, NJ

Join us at Fairmount Country Club  
in Chatham for a day of golf for a 
great cause. Proceeds benefit our 
one-to-one mentoring programs  
that help children realize their  
potential and build their futures.

Raise funds and compete with friends, 
family, or co-workers to support one-to-
one mentoring programs that ignite the 
power and promise of youth. Competi-
tive and recreational brackets keep this 
a fun event for all skill levels and ages! 

To participate, form a team of 6 or more, 
register online, and raise $100/person 
($75/student). After you register, you will 
be able to share your personal fundrais-
ing page online to reach your fundraising 
goal! Each team receives a minimum of 3 
games, breakfast from Starbucks, lunch 
from Gee Gee’s Deli, and great giveaways. 

Little Brother Logan and Big Brother 
Chris have been matched for 8 years now! 
Logan is now entering his senior year of 
high school and is learning to drive with 
help from Chris. They don’t miss a beat 
with regular outings every other week. 
A year into the program, Logan’s mom 
told her Case Manager that she “thanks 
her lucky stars for this program.” We’re 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO OUR AUGUST MATCHES

7 Years

Big Sister Pamela & Little Sister Jelinez

6 Years

Big Brother Michael & Little Brother Robert

5 Years

Big Brother Michael & Little Brother Nasir 

Big Brother Seth & Little Brother Brody

3 Years

Big Sister Lauren & Little Sister Maria 

Big Sister Marybeth & Little Sister Alliana 

Big Brother Bryan & Little Brother Jaiden 

3 Years

Big Brother Mike & Little Brother Blake 

Big Brother Anthony & Little Brother Joseph

2 Years

Big Brother Joseph & Little Brother Damien 

Big Sister Rebecca & Little Sister Jayne 

Big Brother Jeffrey & Little Brother Elijah 

Big Brother John & Little Brother Aaron 

Big Sister Jennifer & Little Sister Esmeralda 

Big Sister Kathleen & Little Sister Amaiya

Big Sister Emily & Little Sister Piper

thrilled to see the natural friendship that 
has formed after consistent quality time 
together, something we strive for with 
all our matches! Logan recently said: “I 
don’t care what we’re doing – I’m happy 
even just running errands with him.” Both 
Logan and Chris agree that this is a life-
long friendship.

Learn more at mentornj.org/bigshots

1 Year

Big Sister Christianna & Little Sister Alanna

Big Brother Steven & Little Brother Malik

Big Sister Tara & Little Sister Leylani

Big Brother Ammar & Little Brother Sky

Big Sister Aarti & Little Sister Emily

Big Sister Courtney & Little Sister Olivia

Big Brother Devin & Little Brother Ashvi

Big Brother Darren & Little Brother Jabaree

Big Brother Manny & Little Brother Jayden

Big Sister MJ & Little Sister Yasmin 

Big Sister Kayla & Little Jadalyn

Sunday, Sept. 11, 2022 • 10 AM-2 PM
Main Street Beach, Manasquan, NJ

Learn more and register 
at mentornj.org/volleyball

BEACH VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT BIG SHOTS GOLF CLASSIC TOURNAMENT

Read more on our website at mentornj.org/news

YOUTH SPOTLIGHT: CELEBRATING 8 YEARS MATCHED

B E A C H
V LLEYBALL
T O U R N A M E N T

A N N U A L

https://mentornj.org/bigshots/
https://mentornj.org/volleyball/
http://mentornj.org/news
https://mentornj.org/volleyball/
https://mentornj.org/bigshots/

