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A MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WILLIAM SALCEDO

Dear Friends,

In 2022 our agency focused on creating more Big-Little matches, building 
new relationships, and fostering growth as an agency of excellence.

Each of our mentoring programs grew this year to impact more youth.  
Our Community Based program is on track to create 150 new matches  
by December 31st, and we added four new group mentoring programs,  
bringing us to 33 total with each one providing one-to-one mentoring  
in a group setting. Our priority is to reach every child in our 10-county  
region who needs or wants mentoring in their life.

Our agency continued our Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)  
efforts with intention. The DEI Steering Committee continues to meet  
regularly and the six-part DEI training series for volunteers will wrap  
up its pilot year with the final session this month. We have more  
work to do, but we are proud of our progress.

On behalf of everyone at BBBSCNNJ, I’d like to extend our sincere 
thanks to all volunteers, parents/guardians, children, donors, and  
community stakeholders for your help in making 2022 a successful  
year for our agency and the youth we serve.

Warm wishes for a happy holiday season and a joyful new year.  
We look forward to creating more life-changing  
friendships in 2023.

Peace & Blessings ,

William Salcedo

Executive Director

Little Brother Shantae is 10 years old 
and has been matched with Big Brother 
Anthony for over three years! Shantae and 
Anthony have enjoyed many fun outings 
together, and after attending a sporting 
event this summer, Anthony encouraged 
Shantae to get involved in a fall soccer 
league. This was Shantae’s first experience 
with an organized youth sport, and he 
took right to it with excitement! Anthony 

attended one of his games and immediately 
noticed his enjoyment, determination, 
and great team spirit. Anthony got so into 
the game, he was running up and down 
the sidelines cheering for Shantae and the 
team! Shantae and his grandmother, who 
is his primary caregiver, are both excited 
for this first team sport experience and are 
grateful to have Anthony as a Big Brother 
to cheer him on!

YOUTH SPOTLIGHT: BEND IT LIKE SHANTAE!
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Little Sister Jye-Asia and Big Sister Jen 
are celebrating two years matched! 
They have enjoyed many memorable 
outings together including visiting 
local parks, painting pottery, indoor 
rock climbing, pumpkin picking, and 
catching up over a bite to eat. While 
pizza has become their food of choice, 
Jye-Asia and Jen made a goal of trying 
out different cuisines and have already 
tried Chinese food and Nutella boba 
tea together. It's not just the fun times 
they have together that have made an 
impact on Jye-Asia. When asked why 
she wants to continue with the match, 
she spoke of how Jen is a good role 

model, someone who encourages her 
and gives good advice, particularly 
when it comes to her schoolwork and 
how to stay organized. She recently 
shared, “I’m happy to be with Jen, 
she’s really positive.” We look forward 
to seeing what this next year of their 
match brings!

THE BIG WAIT
Brian is a witty and caring 6th 
grader who loves to learn. He also 
enjoys teaching his Rubik’s Cube 
strategies to others. Brian likes 
challenges, which is why he’s into 
playing chess and his new favor-
ite game, Scrabble. He is looking 
forward to spending time with a 
calm and honest Big Brother who 
will share his interests in games 
and will take him to play mini 
golf and tennis.

Become A Big  
at mentornj.org/beabig

E very year amid the holiday hoopla 
we’re all reminded in one way or 

another that the holiday season isn’t 
the easiest for everyone. With that in 
mind, our agency was thrilled to offer 
our Littles and families opportunities 
to celebrate and gifts to make this time 
a little brighter. We couldn't have done 
it without our community of supporters 
who showed up BIG time with dona-
tions and gifts for our Littles and their 
families. Sending out a huge thank  
you to Alpha Fit Club, AT&T Pioneers,  
Dynamic Engineering Consultants, 
Church of the Nativity, Family First 
Funding, Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church, Holman Frenia Allison, PC,  
Certified Public Accountants and Advisors 
(HFA), Jersey Shore Property Group, Saint 
Thomas More Roman Catholic Church, 
Starbucks, United Teletech Financial FCU, 
WJRZ, and a number of individuals and 
families that also supported.

We’ve also seen the holiday spirit in 
action at three events: the Annual BBBS 
Holiday Party hosted by the Italian 
American Police Society of NJ; a cookie 
decorating class with Sweet Dani B at 
Langosta Lounge; and Shop with a Cop, 
an event held with our Bergen County 
Bigs in Blue program.

Our Littles & families are so thankful! 
One parent shared:

I was totally amazed... I can’t 

believe how generous your supporters 

are. The fact that you matched the 

gift cards so well to the interests  

I shared for both kids is incredible. 

Also, the food gift cards are really 

going to help a lot this Christmas... 

I have to tell you, I cried a little bit 

when I opened the gift bags. Thanks 

so much, I hope you and yours have  

a wonderful holiday season.

MATCH HIGHLIGHT: ADVENTURES IN FOOD & FRIENDSHIP

IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR!

mailto:info%40mentornj.org?subject=
http://mentornj.org
https://mentornj.org/beabig/
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OUR MISSION PARTNERS Want to become a Mission Partner? Call us at 732.544.2224 ext 321.
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Help BBBSCNNJ raise 
$40,000 to support our 
life-changing mentoring 
programs & be a part of our 
community’s investment  
in leaders of the future.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO OUR NOVEMBER & DECEMBER MATCHES

9 Years

Big Brother Isaac & Little Brother Karon

7 Years

Big Brother Vibhanshu & Little Brother Zion

6 Years

Big Sister Beth & Little Sister Jesse

Big Sister Megan & Little Sister Mo’Riyah

4 Years

Big Brother Jim & Little Brother Jovanni

Big Brother Kevin & Little Brother Desmond

3 Years

Big Brother Richard & Little Brother James 

Big Brother Anthony & Little Brother Derek

2 Year

Big Brother Nick & Little Brother Cai

Big Brother Andrew & Little Brother Luca

Big Sister Jackie & Little Sister Yanna

Big Brother Hunter & Little Brother Jehki

Big Brother Taylor & Little Brother Anthony

Big Brother Stephen & Little Brother Aiden

Big Brother Michael & Little Brother Shaun

Big Brother Andrew & Little Brother Justin

Big Sister Deepa & Little Sister Keyisha

Big Brother Clifford & Little Brother Ryan

Big Sister Nicole & Little Sister Hailey

1 Years

Big Brother Joseph & Little Brother Cesar

Big Brother Patrick & Little Brother Ashton

Big Brother Keith & Little Brother Jordan

1 Years

Big Brother Kyle & Little Brother Shane

Big Sister Ilissa & Little Sister Erin

Big Brother Stephen & Little Brother Landon

Big Brother Isaac & Little Brother Josiah

Big Brother Frank & Little Brother Emanuel

Big Sister Ronit & Little Sister Jaelyn

Big Brother Sagar & Little Brother Carter

Big Brother Joel & Little Brother Frankie

Big Brother David & Little Brother Jayden

Big Sister Michelle & Little Sister Luz

Big Sister Hilary & Little Sister Gizel

Big Sister Katie & Little Sister Lexi

Big Sister Alexa & Little Sister Krystina

Big Sister Lexi & Little Sister Adina

Big Sister Shy & Little Sister Sophia

www.mentornj.org/morethan

DONATE TODAY, INVEST IN THEIR FUTURE

Mentoring is 
more than a 
nice thing to do 
– it’s crucial.

https://www.hackensackmeridianhealth.org
https://www.titosvodka.com/
https://www.foodtown.com/
https://www.njng.com/
https://www.peerlessbeverage.com/
https://www.freeholdsubaru.com/
https://www.ubs.com/
https://greenlabeltitle.com/
https://www.rwjbh.org/
https://www.provident.bank/
https://seaviewortho.com/
https://www.deltadental.com/
https://www.ansellgrimm.com/
https://www.gardensavingsfcu.org/
https://gruninfoundation.org/
https://mentornj.org/morethan/

