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Dear Friends, 

As we reflect on Black History Month, I’d like to commend the work of Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Coastal & Northern New Jersey. I'll also take this
opportunity to call on individuals in the community to step up and
consider becoming a volunteer with BBBSCNNJ.

My journey with BBBSCNNJ began in Fall 2018 when we launched the
Empowering Young Black Males (EYBM) Program   as a collaboration
between Monmouth University Educational Counseling Program,
Neptune High School, and BBBSCNNJ. Right away, there was a synergy
with our goals centered on mentorship as a catalyst for change for our
youth. The EYBM Program currently serves 26 young Black males and
meets twice a month - with each meeting we all learn and grow together.
EYBM has proven to be a catalyst for personal and academic 
achievement for the young men involved.  

In 2020 our country faced racial unrest as we witnessed the deaths of
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery. The BBBSCNNJ
administration immediately recognized the responsibility they had to
build and support an anti-racist community and they formed a Diversity
Equity and Inclusion Committee. It has been an honor for me to serve as
Co-Chair of the DEI Committee alongside board members, staff,
volunteers, parents and other stakeholders on the committee. We
continue to ensure that self-reflective training is available for all
members of the organization including board members and volunteers, 
in order to build an even more culturally sensitive and 
responsive community.  
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The BIG Wait

The program, as Dr. Smith mentioned,
is a collaboration between Neptune
High School, Monmouth University
Educational Counseling Program, and
BBBSCNNJ. “The goal is to educate,
equip and empower young Black males
with hopes of inspiring them to pursue
a higher education degree or vocational
training upon graduating from high
school,” explained Dr. Smith. Both
mentors and mentees have shared their
appreciation for this program.
BBBSCNNJ finds it rewarding and
inspiring to witness these young men,
commit and grow through mentoring. 
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LETTER FROM DR. VERNON SMITH, DEI COMMITTEE CO-CHAIR
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Damien is a highly energetic 2nd
grader.  He likes football, playing
video games and is currently
reading the “Dog Man” book series.  
He’s excited to spend time with a
Big Brother who can teach him to
ride a bike and take him fishing.   

APPLY TO BE A BIG:
mentornj.org/beabig

If you have the time and interest, please join us in doing the work to
become a more socially just and anti-racist community. Our youth are
the future and with organizations like BBBSCNNJ focusing on their
futures, I believe we are headed in the right direction. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Vernon Smith 
Monmouth University 
Assistant Professor, Educational Counseling & Leadership 
Assistant Director, Social Justice Academy 
Co-Chair, BBBSCNNJ Diversity Equity and Inclusion Committee 

Empowering Young 
Black Males

Empowering Young Black Males (EYBM) Program
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Become a Big today, end the wait.
mentornj.org/beabig

YOUTH SPOTLIGHT: 
ADVENTURES IN FRIENDSHIP
Nevaeh’s mom turned to Big
Brothers Big Sisters to help
Nevaeh with her self-confidence
and guide her towards her 
greatest potential. During a
recent match support call Nevaeh
shared that her Big Sister
Christine never judges her and
that she can talk to her about
anything. Together, they’ve 
enjoyed rock climbing, roller skating, and experiencing a museum
for the first time. These are just a few adventures that have
encouraged and reminded Nevaeh that she can do anything she
puts her mind to. Nevaeh's mom recently shared, "Her mood is
overall happier, and now we both can't imagine life without
Christine." This month marked their two-year match anniversary,
we can’t wait to see how the friendship continues to flourish! 

Girls on F.I.R.E. is an empowerment program for girls ages 12-17.
The program meets once a month and focuses on self-esteem
building, leadership skills, finding your voice and more! The
program is in partnership with life coaching business, Dropping
Jewels. The most recent session was about goals for the future,
the girls created vision boards and enjoyed a nice dinner
together at The Heldrich Hotel in New Brunswick.

Match Highlight: On a scale of 1-10, this match is 100!
Little Brother Jonathan is 7 years old and was matched with his Big Brother Adam in the
summer. They quickly discovered a shared love of basketball and spent the warm weather
months visiting local parks to shoot hoops. Park outings have also been an opportunity for
Jonathan to meet and spend time with Adam’s dog, go on nature walks, enjoy playground
time, and even carve pumpkins at Halloween. They enjoy coming up with activities together
and especially enjoy trying things that are new to Jonathan like lacrosse skills, sushi, and even
an interactive penguin show at their local library. Jonathan has thoroughly enjoyed his time
with Adam, in fact, on a scale of 1 to 10, Jonathan says Adam is a 100!  

Happy Anniversary to our February Matches!
7 Years
Big Sister Heather
and Little Sister Kelis

6 Years
Big Brother Max and 
Little Brother John

Big Sister Lauren and 
Little Sister Jocelyn 

5 Years
Big Brother Matthew
and Little Brother Dai'Ryus

Big Brother John and
Little Brother Zamyr

Big Brother Brian 
and Little Brother Jihad

4 Years 
Big Sister Lisa
and Little Sister Jaelyn

Big Sister Kimberly and
Little Brother Wiatte

3 Years
Big Sister Nicole and 
Little Sister Meghan 

Big Brother Samuel  
and Little Brother Aaron

2 Years
Big Sister Jessica and 
Little Sister Caden 

Big Brother Jim
and Little Brother Tyler 

Big Sister Eliana and
Little Sister Nayelie 

Big Sister Christine and
Little Sister Nevaeh 

Big Sister Sucharita and
Little Sister Jayda 

1 Year
Big Brother Mark and 
Little Brother Justin 

Big Brother Chris  
and Little Brother Lucas 

Big Sister Deborah  
and Little Sister Sara 

Big Brother Tony and 
Little Brother Liam 

Big Sister Briana and 
Little Sister Casey 

http://www.mentornj.org/beabig



